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 !
ome so-called scholars have written o" the inspiration of the Old and New 

Testaments, labeling the people and the stories as myths and fables. #ese 

critics of Scripture come in the form of liberal scholars, agnostics, atheists, 

and even some alleged Christians. Much of the skepticism emerged during 

the so-called enlightenment in Europe, in the eighteenth century, where reason 

became the source of all authority, under the mask of intellectualism. #e spread of 

rationalism (ªhigher criticismº), along with the rise of Darwinism and his theory 

of evolution, only fueled the ®re of doubt concerning anything supernatural in 

Scripture. It became the norm to question all spirituality and to label the Bible as a 

book of human ingenuity, ®lled with fabled accounts. But when archeologists began 

sifting through tons of dirt in the Holy Land, evidence rose from the dust to prove 

the names, places, and stories in the Bible were facts and not ®ction.
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Israel is the center of all Biblical 
activity from both Testaments. •us, 
the names of people, places, and events 
should be found on clay tablets, parch-
ments, scroll, coins, frescos, sculptures, 
and buried among layers of ruins on 
ancient mounds Ð called a Tel. In the 
nineteenth century archeologists such 
as Henry Rawlinson, A.H. Layard, Paul 
Botta, and J.E. Taylor began excavating 
in Palestine, the land of ancient Israel. 
•eir work continued until World War 
I, when the war prevented many arche-
ological digs. Excavations continued 
in small increments until World War 
II. However, after the discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, the interest in Biblical 
archeology rose to a new level.
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•e Dead Sea region is the lowest 
spot on earth with an atmosphere that 
is usually dry and warm throughout 
the year. During the Roman period, 
a group of men lived in a community 
called Qumran, living a life of isola-
tion from the masses of religious lead-
ers and worshippers in Jerusalem. •ese 

men copied numerous scrolls, includ-
ing prophetic books such as Isaiah. •e 
scrolls were hidden in large clay jars in 
surrounding caves in the rugged Judean 
Wilderness, probably around 60-66 
AD, around the time of the ®rst Jew-
ish revolt. •ey remained in their hid-
ing place until 1947, when they were 
discovered by a Bedouin shepherd. •e 
young man and his cousins discovered 
several scrolls in jars, one of which 
turned out to be a scroll of Isaiah. From 
1947 ± 1956, the search continued in 
eleven caves where scrolls, fragments, 
and documents were discovered. Be-
tween 825 ± 870 separate scrolls, 500 
manuscripts, and 15,000 small frag-
ments were discovered, both Biblical 
and non-Biblical.

•e skeptics who had questioned 
the Old Testament took an unexpected 
blow, with the discovery of 19 copies 
of the book of Isaiah, 25 copies of the 
book of Deuteronomy and 30 copies 
of Psalms. •e real prize was the large 
Isaiah scroll, found to be 1,000 years 
older than any previous Isaiah manu-
script. •is scroll, when translated, also 
matched the main themes and prophet-

ic statement in the Biblical book of Isa-
iah. •e di!erences are the manner in 
which the Qumran scribes placed cer-
tain Hebrew letters as vowel points and 
special endings and comment marks 
throughout the Qumran scroll.  Below 
is a simple explanation when compar-
ing the Qumran Isaiah scroll and the 
one used to translate the Bible:

ªOf the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there 
are only 17 letters in question. Ten of 
these letters are simply a matter of spell-
ing, which does not a•ect the sense. Four 
more letters are minor stylistic changes, 
such as conjunctions. €e three remaining 
letters comprise the word LIGHT, which 
is added in verse 11 and which does not 
a•ect the meaning greatly. Furthermore, 
this word is supported by the Septua-
gint (LXX). €us, in one chapter of 166 
words, there is only one word (three let-
ters) in question after a thousand years 
of transmission, and this word does not 
signi®cantly change the meaning of the 
passage.º

(Norman Geisler & William Nix, 
A General Introduction to the Bible. 
Moody Press, page 263).

•us, the discovery of the Isaiah 
scroll was an important treasure for 
the con®rmation of how the Scriptures 
were copied and how e!ective a transla-
tion actually is.
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Jericho was one of the ®rst and 
oldest Biblical cities to be excavated. 
For centuries the ruins of several oc-
cupations lay under layers of brown 
dirt. An early German excavation in 
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1907 found mud bricks at the base 
of the mound where the ancient city 
was built. •e ®rst major excavation 
occurred from 1930 to 1936 by John 
Garstand, and later by Kathleen Ken-
yon from 1952 to 1958. Kenyon sug-
gested these mud bricks were from 
the wall that collapsed in the time of 
Joshua (Joshua chapter 6). In the time 
of Joshua the city was burned with ®re 
(Josh 6:24), and the evidence of burn-
ing was discovered in the bricks, ¯oors, 
and remains of burned timber during 
the Kenyon excavation. •ere was also 
evidence that on the northern part of 
the wall, houses once existed. •is is 
interesting when we consider that the 
harlot Rahab's house was built on the 
wall and her house was spared during 
the destruction (Heb. 11:30-31). •e 
New Testament mentions the cities of 
Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1), and Nazareth 
(Matt. 2:23), both of which exist to 
this day. •e Scripture alludes to Christ 
cursing three cites in Galilee: Caper-
naum, Bethsaida and Chorazin (Matt. 
11:21-23). All three of these cities have 
been discovered by archeologists, exca-
vated, and the ruins identi®ed without 
question. Even the city of Magdala, 
the home of Mary Magdalene (Matt. 
27:61) has been excavated and the 
synagogue from the time of Christ has 
been unearthed and is a popular tourist 
destination.

•e Bible speaks of a major destruc-
tion of Jerusalem by the Babylonians 
(Jer. 51 and 52) and history reveals the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro-
mans. •ere is ample evidence along 
the western wall plaza in Jerusalem of 
the destruction in the year 70 AD by 
the Roman tenth legion. In the late 
1960s and beyond, archeologists began 

uncovering large stones from the wall 
of Jerusalem that had been lying in 
huge piles as a silent witness of the time 
Jerusalem fell to the Romans. It is more 
di€cult to discover evidence from the 
Babylonian time, as the ruins lie un-
der modern cemeteries or are buried 
under buildings and shops. However, 
in the Jewish quarter there is a section 
of wall from the time of Isaiah, when 
small metal arrows were discovered dat-
ing back to a time of war in Jerusalem. 
While the wall is small, it is a reminder 
of the history of Jerusalem.
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•e Bible tells us that Christ sent 
a blind man to the pool of Siloam to 
wash and thus be healed (John 9). Lib-

eral scholars treated this as a myth, as 
there was ªno evidenceº of the pool in 
Jerusalem, only a traditional site. •is 
changed when my friend, Archeologist 
Eli Shukran, was digging at the city of 
David and discovered a series of steps 
now identi®ed as the Biblical pool of 
Siloam in Jerusalem. Eli and his team 
unearthed a large water channel cut 
into the rock, the ¯oor and steps of a 
section of the pool and also discovered 
large pavement stones leading from the 
pool toward Jerusalem. Pottery and 
coins discovered indicate the area was 
active in the ®rst century, the very time 
the Biblical narrative occurred.

In II Kings 20:20, we read, ªAnd the 
rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his 
might, and how he made a pool, and 
a conduit, and brought water into the 
city, are they not written in the book of 
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the chronicles of the kings of Judah?º 
•is conduit was constructed by King 
Hezekiah when he received word the 
Assyrians were coming to the city. •e 
king diverted the water source of the 
upper Gihon spring and brought them 
to the western side of the city of Da-
vid, to prevent the Assyrians from seiz-
ing Jerusalem's water supply (II Chron. 
32:2-4; 30). Biblical scholar Edward 
Robinson discovered this in 1838, 
along with an inscription that revealed 
how two teams of workers began at op-
posite ends and met in the middle. In 
the mid 1980s, I walked with a group 
of young people from the beginning 
to the end of this tunnel, wading knee 
deep in the cold waters ̄ owing through 
the tunnel!

 !"#$%&'!&"(!)(*!+%&'($)(*,$)&(
-).(/$$.

In 1979, Israeli archeologist Gabriel 
Barky was working with a team of stu-
dents to excavate tombs on the slopes 
of the Valley of Hinnom, dating from 
the Davidic Dynasty (7th to 6th century 
BC) when in one cave 700 items were 
discovered. One item was a rolled small 
silver scroll that had to be unrolled with 
caution. •e amazing small amulet was 
actually a quote from Numbers 6:24-25 
known as the priestly blessing. •is sil-
ver amulet also had the sacred name of 
God, the tetragrammaton, made up of 
the four Hebrew letters yod, hei, waw, 
and hei. •is tiny scroll con®rms the 
blessing found in Numbers 6 and also 
reveals the use of God's sacred name!

A second dramatic discovery was in 
1993 at Tel-Dan in northern Israel. As 
workers were preparing a site for tour-
ists, they uncovered a broken fragment 
of basalt stone with an inscription. •e 

stone, which was 32 cm. high and 22 
cm wide, mentioned the Dynasty of 
David in the ninth line of thirteen lines 
on this inscription. Liberal scholars 
had questioned the existence of David 
and often considered the Biblical sto-
ries linked to David as myths, similar 
to Greek mythology. •is inscription 
mentioned the House of David and was 
the ®rst inscription of its kind to allude 
to the Biblical king.

It may seem odd that the discovery 
of a boat would help authenticate the 
stories of Christ and his disciples. A se-
vere drought struck Israel in 1985-86, 
causing the waters at the Sea of Galilee 
to recede to low levels. Two brothers, 
Moshe and Yuval Lufan from the Gin-
nosar Kibbutz, saw wood protruding 
from the mud and as they began dig-
ging they realized it was an ancient 
boat. •is was the ®rst discovery of an 
ancient boat at the Sea of Galilee. •e 
boat was 30 feet long and 8 feet wide. 
•e boat had pottery fragments and, 
based upon their carbon dating, the 
boat was dated 120 BC to 40 AD. •e 
boat could hold up to ®fteen people 

and could be sailed or rowed. •is is 
signi®cant because Christ and his dis-
ciples would have been thirteen people 
in one boat, and the fact they could row 
in their boat is also alluded to in the 
New Testament (Mark 6:48)
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Archeologists have con®rmed that 
the burial ossuary Caiaphas, of the 
High Priest in the time of Christ, was 
accidently discovered when a bulldozer 
in the Jerusalem peace forest collapsed 
the roof of an ancient burial vault in 
November 1990. I was personally trav-
eling to the peace forest with a bus of 
tourists when a group of men stopped 
us and told us a burial chamber had 
been found. We were not permitted 
to take pictures, since there is always 
a fear of objects being taken from an-
cient tombs. Caiaphas was the priest 
Christ was brought to for questioning 
(Matt. 26:3, 57). Israeli researches are 
convinced by the evidence discovered 
in the tomb, including the inscription 
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in the burial boxes (ossuaries), that this 
was indeed the tomb of the High Priest 
mentioned in the Gospels.

•e New Testament mentions that 
Pilate was governor when Christ was 
cruci®ed (Matt. 27:2). Pilate is men-
tioned by Josephus, Philo, and Tacitus. 
Pilate's existence is a known fact as even 
coins were minted in his day. However, 
solid evidence naming Pilate was dis-
covered in a 1961 excavation at Caesar-
ea Maritima, when the director of the 
excavation, Antonia Frova, unearthed a 
stone with three lines, which translated 
as ªTiberius ± Pontius Pilate/Perfect of 
Judea.º •is inscription agrees with the 
New Testament writer identifying Pi-
late as the governor of Judea (Luke 3:1).
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•e Islamic world denies the exis-
tence of previous Jewish Temples on 
the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Since 
Muslims control the entire Temple 
Mount, along with two mosques, the 
Dome of the Rock and Al-Asqua, 
no digging is permitted on the entire 

mount. •us any underground ruins 
remain underground. Moses' taber-
nacle and both Jewish temples had 
sacred furniture, including the golden 
menorah. •e menorah is described as 
a seven branched, one piece candelabra 
(Exodus 25:31-35). According to Jew-

ish sources, the Menorah was to have a 
three legged base.

•roughout parts of Israel, a seven 
branched menorah with a three legged 
base is carved on the walls of some tombs 
and caves. More recently, in Magdal 
near Tiberias, archeologists unearthed a 
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large stone at the ancient synagogue en-
graved with the seven branched meno-
rah. •e stone was carved about 2,000 
years ago and would have been carved at 
the same time when the Jewish temple 
and the golden menorah existed in the 
holy place in Jerusalem. Some suggest 
that the artisan carving the menorah on 

the stone had actually been to the tem-
ple and had seen the temple menorah. 
•is would indicate the existence of the 
temple in Jerusalem, since the menorah 
was a central sacred object.

•ese are just a few of many amaz-
ing discoveries found in Israel that help 
to authenticate the people, places, and 

events in the Bible. When a skeptic be-
gins to spout words of unbelief, ques-
tioning the inspiration of the Biblical 
narratives, just tell them to wait a few 
months or years when someone in Is-
rael will dig up the truth!

Article by Perry Stone, Jr.
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